
Promoting fundamental British Values at UTC Swindon 

  

The DofE have recently reinforced the need "to create and enforce a clear and rigorous 

expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule 

of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 

beliefs."  

  

The Government set out its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent Strategy and these 

values were reiterated by the Prime Minister in 2015. At UTC Swindon these values are 

reinforced regularly and in the following ways:  

  

Democracy  

  

Students have regular opportunities for their voices to be heard. Students vote for two 

representatives from each year to sit on the Student Board. The Student Board meets weekly 

to discuss issues raised across UTC Swindon. Students get the opportunity to share their 

opinions across the curriculum, especially in English, Humanities and Science. Students vote 

for the Youth Parliament members. Students are involved in the interview process for new 

staff. Students are regularly consulted on academy matters, most recently on the change to the 

reward policy at UTC Swindon.  

  

The Rule of Law  

  

The importance of Laws, whether they be those that govern the class, UTC Swindon, or the 

country, are consistently reinforced throughout the curriculum, as well as when dealing with 

behaviour and through weekly student briefings and tutor time. Students are taught the value 

and reasons behind laws, that they govern and protect us, the responsibilities that this 

involves and the consequences when laws are broken. Visits from agencies such as the 

Police, Fire Service and our Business Partners help reinforce this message.  

  

Individual Liberty  

  

Within UTC Swindon, students are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they 

are in a safe and supportive environment. UTC Swindon educates and provides boundaries 

for students to make choices safely, through provision of a safe environment and an 

empowering education. Students are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their 

rights and personal freedoms and are advised how to exercise these safely; for example 

through our E-Safety and Student Wellbeing and Training days. Whether it be through choice 

of learning challenge or through participation in our extra-curricular clubs and work 

experience opportunities, students are given the freedom to make choices. UTC Swindon’s 

curriculum and options process at KS4 and KS5 enable all students to make guided choices 

regarding academic pathways.  

  

Mutual Respect  

  

Students learn that their behaviours have an effect on their own rights and those of others. All 

members of UTC Swindon treat each other with respect. This is further enhanced by the fact 

that students and staff address each other on a first name basis and this helps to prepare 

students for the work environment. 

  



Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs  

  

Students here experience diversity on a day to day basis. Through student briefings, Student 

Wellbeing and Training Days and regular visits to UTC Swindon from our Business Partners 

plus many other subject areas where we deal with issues such as prejudice, discrimination, 

racism, sexism and bullying.  

   

At UTC Swindon we actively challenge students, staff or parents expressing opinions 

contrary to fundamental British Values, including 'extremist' views.  

  

  

  


